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Welcome to the 8th International Conference on
Survivors of Rape (ICSoR 2026)

In an era where sexualviolence remains a pervasive and evolving global challenge, the imperative
to transform care, prevention and healing for survivors of rape has never been greater. The 8th
International Conference on Survivors of Rape (ICSoR) brings together survivors, researchers,
healthcare providers, experts and policymakers from across disciplines to foster collaborative
action and share expertise.

This year’s edition is hosted by Ghent University and Ghent University Hospital in the historic city
of Ghent, Belgium and invites people from all backgrounds.

In the face of our evolving understanding of the impact of sexual violence, including life-course
complications, revictimisation risks, and the growing need for diversity-sensitive care, ICSoR
2026 will focus on two interlinked themes:

(1) Care as Prevention - Holistic, Trauma-Informed and Lifecourse Approaches to Prevent
Revictimisation and/or Perpetration, and

(2) Inclusive and Adaptive Care for Victims/Survivors with Complex Profiles - Standardisation
versus Personalisation in Practice.

By convening diverse expertise and lived-experience, ICSoR 2026 seeks to advance
understanding of the latest scientific evidence, innovations and effective practices in supporting
survivors of sexual violence. In doing so, the conference aims to build new bridges between
research, practice and policy and to catalyse collaborative networks that advance prevention,
healing and equity for all survivors.

We welcome you to ICSoR 2026 and wish you an inspiring conference,

Prof dr Ines Keygnaert, Prof dr Kristien Roelens, the ICSoR Organising team and the ICSoR
scientific committee

Location Description:

We are pleased to welcome you to Sint-Baafshuis (Biezekapelstraat 2, 9000 Ghent, Belgium),
located in the historic centre of Ghent. Surrounded by the city’s rich cultural heritage, the venue
provides a peaceful and intimate setting for reflection, dialogue, and connection.



Official Program

We offer several types of interventions. Colour Code:

Oral Presentation

e Plenary lectures are addressing a specific issue in

sexual violence of interest to the full audience. o) (LT

e Panel discussions are interdisciplinary in nature and | S€minar

address salient and timely issues in sexual violence | Panel Discussion
e Seminars address a specific form of sexual violence or | Greative Intervention
a specific population at risk of sexual violence.

Animated Poster Session

e Oral presentations are individual presentations of
research findings in about 10 minutes. Oral
presentations are grouped in theme sessions with time for Q&A.

Rapid Fire

e Rapid fire presentations offer a concise overview of research findings, project outcomes
or ideas through 5-minute oral presentations.

e Practice Clinics are presenting how specific parts of holistic care to survivors of sexual
violence are provided in several parts of the world. These are grouped around
psychosocial care, medical and forensic care and on interdisciplinary approaches in
transmural care pathways including law enforcement and social services. Presentations
are shorter here and ample time is given to ask questions and exchange ideas and
practices with the experts in the Practice Clinic.

e Poster presentations are animated at specific time slots; this means that the authors will
stand next to their posters to answer questions the audience might have and to network.

e Creative interventions offer the opportunity to connect with the audience through an
alternative manner, for example by an immersive exhibition, poetry slam session, guided
walk, ...

Throughout the conference, Room 0.04 will be available as a Silent Room, a space where you
can step away at any time if you need rest, silence, or a moment to yourself. This roomis intended
as a safe and supportive environment for all participants. You will also find the immersive
exhibition “Ongezien” (“un-seen”) here, which you are welcome to engage with at your own
pace.

Immersive Installation ‘Ongezien’ - Experiencing Boundaries

Immerse yourself in an experience that will not leave you indifferent. Through a carefully designed
physical and emotional journey—accompanied by a poetic voice that guides you along the way—
you will experience firsthand the vulnerability of having personal boundaries crossed, as well as
the complex path toward recovery.

This experience goes beyond observation: it invites you to feel, to question, and to engage in
dialogue. Explore and reflect on your own boundaries and those of others, and dare to rethink
how we can create truly safe environments for everyone.

A powerful, transformative, and necessary space waiting to be discovered at the conference.



JUNE 3

13:00-13:30 Welcome and registration

13:30-14:00 Opening addresses: ICSoR at the heart of (inter)national responses to rape

Location: Chapel

Chair: Prof dr Ines Keygnaert, Ghent University-ICRH, Ghent University Hospital, VIORESC

General Opening of the ICSOR conference — Prof dr Ines Keygnaert
13:30-14:00 Opening Address - Dr Hans Kluge, Regional Director WHO EURO
Addresses of Belgian officials

Panel 1: Directives & policy programs addressing care for survivors of rape in the
European region: What is new?

Location: Chapel

Chair: Emilie Peeters, ANSER network Coordinator- Ghent University- ICRH

14:00- 15:00

In this panel we address:

The WHO EURO Special Initiative of Violence Against Women and
Girls.

The recent changes of the EU Directives on combating violence
against women and domestic violence and the EU directive on
combating sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children.
What does this mean for caring for survivors of rape in the EU?

Speakers:

Melanie Hyde, SIVAWG officer, Gender, Equity & Human Rights
Unit, WHO EURO

Lorenzo Negri, Legal and Policy Officer — Fight Against Cybercrime
& Child Sexual Abuse, European Commission

Annelies Cardon, Team Coordinator Gender-based Violence,
Trans & Intersex, Institute of Equality between Woman and Men,
Belgium

Panel 2: Implementing directives & policy programs: challenges and effective ways to
enforce the health sectors’ know how

Location: Chapel

Chair: Prof. Dr. Steven Weyers, Ghent University Hospital/Ghent University




In this panel we focus on strengthening the health sectors know how
through training, education, monitoring and evaluation and the
challenges that come with its implementation.

15:00 - 16:15

In the part on training and education we will present the WHO draft
guideline update on clinical care for rape survivors and discuss
evidence-based education of future health professionals and training of
health professionals in the field.

For monitoring and evaluation, we will explore challenges of health
system responses at the level of WHO, EU and at country level with
Belgium as an example.

Speakers:

- Dr Claudia Garcia-Moreno, Unit Head Addressing the needs of
populations in vulnerable situations, Department of Sexual and
Reproductive Health, WHO

- Prof dr Kristien Roelens, Ghent University & Ghent University
Hospital, Belgium

- Prof dr Ines Keygnaert, Ghent University-ICRH & Ghent University
Hospital, Belgium

- Monica Barbovschi - European Institute for Gender Equality
(EIGE)

- Phedra Neel, Team Coordinator Belgian Sexual Assault Care
Centres, Institute of Equality between Women and Men, Belgium

16:15 - 16:45: Coffee break

Panel 3: Technology facilitated sexual violence: how to respond effectively, how to care?

Location: Chapel
Chair: Melanie Hyde, SIVAWG officer, Gender, Equity & Human Rights Unit, WHO EURO

16:45-17:45 In this panel we explore challenges as well as multisectorial good
practices to address this pressing and seemingly boundless form of
violence.

How can we prevent and respond to technology facilitated sexual
violence at global level, at the level of WHO, EU and country level? How
can challenges be addressed across borders and sectors?

Speakers:

- Global Partnership on Technology Facilitated Sexual Violence

- WHO EURO

- Monica Barbovschi - European Institute for Gender Equality
(EIGE)

- Nel Broothaerts, Chief Executive Officer, Child Focus

- EUROPOL: Europol Representative (tbc)




17:45-18:00: Closing

18:00-20:30: Opening reception (City Hall of Ghent — Botermarkt 1):
Ghent as a pioneer in sexual violence research, prevention, response
and care.

Speakers: Mathias De Clercq, Mayor of Ghent & pioneers in Ghent in prevention of sexual
violence and caring for survivors of rape.



JUNE 4

8:00-9:00 Reception and registration, welcome coffee

9:00 -9:40

Location: Chapel

Opening of the day & Plenary Lecture

Chair: Prof dr Ines Keygnaert, Ghent University-ICRH, Ghent University Hospital, VIORESC

9:00 -9:40

Plenary lecture: Prof dr Lorna O’Doherty, Trauma Care and Health
Inequalities Group, Coventry University

9:45 - 11:15: Parallel session 1a and 1b

Session 1a: Oral presentations — Child Sexual Abuse

Location: Room 1.07
Chair: Dr Grace Carter, Coventry University

9:45-10:00

Understanding the Prevalence and Impact of Child Sexual Abuse in Kwale
Country — Abigael Sidi Kenga

10:00-10:15

Childhood Sexual Abuse and Risk of Bipolar Transition Among Patients
with Major Depressive Disorder: A Hospital-Based Cohort Study in China
— Xiaojuan Zhang

10:15-10:30

The Quilt model: a “Conversation we’ve never had” about a new
theoretical framework designed to support healing from child sexual
abuse - Gemma Halliwell & Candice Harris

10:30 - 10:45

Upfront survivors: building visible communities and creative spaces for
survivors of child sexual abuse in the UK - Grace Carter

10:45-11:00

‘Stay with the body’: facilitating integrative silence in community-based
sexual trauma care — Leona Morgan

11:00-11:15

Questions & Discussion

Session 1b: Seminar - Technology Facilitated Sexual Violence

Location: Chapel

Chair: Cornelia Bjorkquist

9:45-11:15

From Normalisation to Life-Threatening Harm: Online Pornography,
Digital Sexual Cultures, and Primary Prevention for Child Safety




11:15-11:30: Break

11:30 — 13:00: Parallel sessions 2a and 2b




13:00 - 14:00: Lunch break

Join a guided walk through the city along striking murals that portray different forms of
intrafamilial violence. This artistic journey invites citizens to pause, reflect and talk about themes
that are often hidden behind closed doors. Using art to break taboos is a method we also apply
to sexualviolence and safer nightlife. How do we create a safe space? What does a truly safe night
out look like? Walk with us and be part of the conversation.

14:00 — 15:30: Parallel sessions 3a and 3b




15:30 - 15:45: Break

15:45 - 17:15: Parallel sessions 4a and 4b




17:20-18:20 Session 5: Seminar

Session 5: Seminar - (Sexual) Violence against Healthcare workers

Location: Chapel

Chair: Prof dr Jo Peden, Consultant in Public Health, WHO Collaborating Centre for
Investment on Health and Well Being, Public Health Wales

17:20 - 18:20

(Sexual) Violence against Healthcare workers
Speakers:

- Dr Shulaksana Nandi, Technical Officer, Health Workforce and
Service Delivery Unit, WHO Europe

- DrAngela Paraschiv, Secretary of State, Ministry of Health,
Republic of Moldova

- Prof dr Kristof Vandekerckhove, Chair of the Medical Committee
of the Master’s in Medicine, Ghent University, Belgium.

- Other speakers to be confirmed
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17:20 — 18:30: Parallel sessions 5a and 5b

Session 5a: Animated Poster Session
Location: Room 1.03

1. Fatigued by compassion? Consequences of Indirect Trauma Exposure Among Trauma
Therapists
Maria Louison Vang, Line Lagoni Kulavig, Isabel Rouw, Amanda Hovman & Nina Beck
Hansen

2. Pain, PTSD and sexual assault: A complex story?
Nina Beck Hansen?* Frida Lau Grabe, Tonny Elmose Andersen, Henrik Bjarke Veaegter,
Mathilde Fie Nehr Gram & Maj Hansen

3. Lived experience with sexualised self-injury: Reflections from a focus group
Sara Kelstrup Rossen, Nina Beck Hansen* Zarah Emily Clarke & Dorte Mglgaard
Christiansen

4. Non-reporting rape: Psychological perspectives
Nina Beck Hansen

5. Sexual Assault & Long-term Health: Improving Healthcare Responses to Unmet Care
Needs
Erik Wallmark

6. Feasibility of Craft-Based Interventions in Post-Assault Care
Mette Linnet Olesen

Session 5b: Animated Poster Session
Location: Room 1.05

1. Reflections on the impact of Child Sexual Abuse over the life-course: retrospective
experiences of older victims — A Mixed Methods Study
Marijne van Beek

2. Improving forensic care and examination for victims of sexual violence with dark skin
tones
Benedicte Rosier

3. Rape survivors’ experience during the Tigray war: a qualitative study
Mengistu Mitiku Ashebir

4. Longitudinal associations between psychological distress and relational intimacy following

sexual violence
Dagmar Stockman
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5. Warm family of origin is associated with earlier disclosure of sexual abuse
Celine Barge

6. Somatization and experience of physical, psychological and sexual violence among
women consulting gynaecological clinics: a waiting room survey

Carina Illoson

7. Prevalence of sexual violence in a population-based study and its effect on suffering
Maris Alafrange, Made Laanpere, Maie Valk, Kai Part

Social Program Activities

18:00

e City tour (Dutch): Walking in Rainbow Footsteps: Women and LGBTQ people through the
centuries

e City tour (English): 1000 years Ghentin 100 minutes

e City tour (Dutch): From Bathhouses to Red Light District
e City tour (English): Mighty High Heels

20:15

e Wine Tasting ONA
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JUNE 5

8:00-9:00 Reception and registration, welcome coffee

9:00-9:40 Opening of the day & Plenary Lecture

Location: Chapel
Chair: Prof dr Ines Keygnaert, Ghent University-ICRH, Ghent University Hospital, VIORESC

9:00 -9:40 Plenary Lecture — Caring for survivors of rape in conflict settings

Speaker: dr Meinie Nicolai, former director of Medecins sans Frontieres
Belgium

9:45 -11:15: Parallel session 1a and 1b

Session 1a: Oral presentations — Mental Health/Psychotherapy

Location: Room 1.07

Chair: Prof dr Lorna O’Doherty, Trauma Care and Health Inequalities Group, Coventry
University

Trauma burden among survivors of sexual violence accessing Sexual
Assault Referral Centres (England), and outcomes one year later: findings
from the Multidisciplinary Evaluation of Sexual Assault Referral Centres
for better Health (MESARCH) cohort study — Lorna O'Doherty

9:45-10:00

The impact of attachment style on posttraumatic stress symptoms and
10:00-10:15 treatment response in survivors of sexual assault — Line Eiby Andersen
and Hannah Katznelson

EMDR therapy to treat vaginal dysfunction upon sexual violence: First

10:15-10:30 findings — Van Den Bulcke Bo & Van Dingenen Hannah

What do we know about the effectiveness of psychosocial support for
10:30-10:35 survivors of sexual violence? Evidence from 2 Cochrane reviews — Alex
Dorgan

Family-Centred Care Pathways After Conflict-Related Sexual Violence:
10:35-10:50 Engaging Husbands as Secondary Victims and Allies in Tigray, Ethiopia —
Hagos Gebremariam & Benjamin Kalkum

Supporting Relatives to Support Victims: Insights from Counselling for

10:50-10:55 Relatives After Sexual Assault — Mette-Marie Egede Jeppesen

Lived experiences from post-assault formed couples: A dyadic
10:55-11:10 phenomenological interview analysis — Dagmar Stockman

11:10-11:15 Q&A
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11:15-11:30: Break



11:30 — 13:00: Parallel sessions 2a and 2b

Session 2a: Oral Presentations - Life-course effects

Location: Room 1.07

Chair:

11:30-11:45

Is it our fault? The impact of social response to trauma disclosure — Anna
Wozniak

11:45-12:00

From Violence to Biology: How Sexual Violence and Child Sexual Abuse
Reshape the Body Across the Lifecourse — Elizaveta Fomenko

12:00-12:15

Mortality among rape victims examined at Finnish sexual assault referral
centers —Jenni Krogell

12:15-12:30

Understanding Sexual Violence-Related Pregnancies and Women’s
Wellbeing — Elisa van Ee

12:30-12:45

Connecting the Dots: Obstetric care, Sexual Violence and Mental Health
- Nele Vaerewijck

12:45-13:00

Questions & Discussion

Session 2b: Oral Presentations — Barriers to Care upon sexual violence
Location: Room 1.05

Chair: dr Eunice Abdul Remane Jetha, Director of the University Hospital of Eduardo
Mondlane University

11:30-11:45

When Silence Delays Care: Gender-Based Violence and Missed
Opportunities for HIV Prevention in Ogun State, Nigeria — Gbadebo Ayisat

11:45-12:00

Violence context, characteristics, barriers, and timely access to care — a
retrospective analysis of sexual violence reported within Médecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF) programs in North Kivu, Democratic Republic of the
Congo — Hanna Reinholdz, Anette Agardh, Jack Palmieri, Esther Katungu
Kalere, Gerard Nteziryayo Heritier, John Muzige, Meggy Verputten,
Benedict Oppong Asamoah

12:00-12:15

Sexual Assault & Long-term Health: Improving Healthcare Responses to
Unmet Care Needs - Erik Wallmark

12:15-12:30

Sociodemographic barriers and Survivors’ Experiences on Domestic
Violence Care Seeking in Mozambique — Eunice Abdul Remane Jetha

12:30-13:00

“l just have to go and heal”: A Qualitative Study of Victims’ Acceptability
of Belgium’s Sexual Assault Care Centres — Saar Baert
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Session 2c: Seminar - Care for Victims of Sexual Violence in Humanitarian settings

Location: Chapel

Chair: dr Wala’a Ammar, Ghent University-ICRH, VIORESC

11:30-13:00

Sexual Violence in Humanitarian and conflict settings

Speakers:

Dr Marharyta Hromova, Gender and Human Rights Officer, WHO
Country Office in Ukraine

Dr Anna Rita Ronzoni, Technical Officer, Violence Prevention and
Control, WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean

Dr Meinie Nicolai, former director of Medecins sans Frontieres
Belgium

Dr Rafat Zadykowicz, OB-GYN Consultant, Department of
Obstetrics, Perinatology, Gynaecology and Reproduction, Medical
University of Warsaw; FIGO Committee on Women Facing Crises
Prof dr Ines Keygnaert, Ghent University-ICRH, Ghent University
Hospital & VIORESC

13:00 - 14:00: Lunch break

14:00 — 15:30: Parallel sessions 3a and 3b
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Sexual Violence and the Limits of Individualised Recovery — Lena
Swinnen

Session 3b: Oral presentations — Access to Care in High-risk Contexts

Location: Room 1.05
Chair: Nele Vaerewijck, Ghent University-ICRH & VIORESC

Community perceptions about factors influencing access to care after
sexualviolence in North Kivu, Democratic Republic of the Congo: a
14:00-14:15 qualitative study — Hanna Reinholdz, Anette Agardh, Jack Palmieri, Esther
Katungu Kalere, Gerard Nteziryayo Heritier, John Muzige, Meggy
Verputten, Benedict Oppong Asamoah

Survivor’s intent to report to police after incident of sexual and gender-
14:15-14:30 based violence, retrospective analysis within Médecins Sans Frontieres
programs — Meggy Verputten

Enhancing access through safe identification for survivors of sexual and
14:30 - 14:45 gender-based violence - experience from Médecins Sans Frontieres
programmes — Meggy Verputten

Creating access for survivors of SGBV during war —the experience from a
14:45 - 15:00 community-based approach by Médecins Sans Frontieres in South
Darfur, Sudan - Hanna Reinholdz

Sexual violence against older adults in complex humanitarian settings: a
15:00-15:15 retrospective analysis from Médecins Sans Frontieres, 2019-2024 —
Elburg van Boetzelaer

15:15-15:30 Questions & Discussion

15:30 - 15:45: Break

15:45 -17:15: Parallel sessions 4a, b and ¢
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Integrated Care and Support for Survivors of Sexual Violence in Senegal —
Abdoulaye CISSE

Session 4b: Animated Poster Session

Location: Room 1.03

1.

Transmural pathways in sexual assault care: aspects from a Norwegian mapping
survey of sexual assault centres
Dina Midttun

Seasonal fluctuations in requests for support in relation to sexual violence: the
experience of a multidisciplinary anti-violence service
Giussy Barbara

Women's experience of receiving care during acute consultation after a sexual assault
Siri Haugan

Medical Follow-up at Oslo Sexual Assault Center
Nanja Rogne

How can an informational poster contribute to increasing young people s awareness
of what is important during the acute phase following a sexual assault
Helen Naalsund

From Emergency Care to Prevention: Sexual Assault Reports as a Community Health
Tool
Sara Cottler-Casanova

Session 4c: Animated Poster Session

Location: Room 1.07

1.

A Seven-Year Retrospective Analysis (2018-2024) of Sexual and Gender-Based
Violence (SGBV) among Survivors accessing care at MSF health facilities in South
Sudan

Meggy Verputten
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2. Integrated GBV Response Centerin Burkina Faso: A Health System-Centered Approach

Marielle Jousse

3. Community Based Approaches to Gender Based Violence Response in the Nakambé

Region, Burkina Faso: An Innovative Model for Sustainable Change
Jean YE

4. Political violence exposure and gender-based violence among pregnant women

attending public antenatal clinics in the Ramallah area, West Bank
Aisha Shalash

5. Mapping risk factors and mechanisms linking gender-based violence to perinatal

depression: a scoping review
Aisha Shalash

6. In the end nothing was done.” Healthcare professionals’ experiences with Gender-
based Violence and Postpartum Depression screening in perinatal care in a conflict-

affected setting
Nele Vaerewijck

17:15-17:40: Closing of the seminar, creative intervention &
announcement of next ICSOR Conference

Location: Chapel
Closing seminar: Prof dr Ines Keygnaert
Announcement next ICSOR: we will tell you then ;-)

Creative intervention: Poetry Slam on Caring for Survivors of Rape, by Lauria Gatoni

19:00: Conference Closing Dinner

Location: Alix - Maison d'Amis, Kortrijksesteenweg 206, 9000 Gent
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